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& - A BKEKRE SASAKI Masako
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KB RFEREERE SATO Chihiro

Tasks’ Potentials for Reconstructing English Language Teaching in Japan

Would you like to teach/learn English for communication or as communication? Your answer
to this question may reveal your perspective on how to teach/learn English. The difference
between for and as implies more than it looks.

This symposium is intended to share this English language teaching/learning issue with you and
offer an opportunity to shed light on “tasks” and the relevant second language acquisition (SLA)
theories and terms and classroom SLA teaching/learning.

Identifying some problems with task-based language teaching in the Japanese English language
teaching context, four presenters make suggestions to direct teaching English in Japan into a more
communicative one. First, Wakaari Yasuhiko discusses the issues in and possibility of adopting
task-based language teaching in English classrooms in Japan. Next, Sato Chihiro reports on the
influence of task input and conditions as a stage of a task design with an example of a jigsaw task.
Then, as a suggestion of methodology, Torii Mizuho presents a procedure to implement a task,
focusing on negotiation of meaning, communication strategies, and strategic competence. Lastly,
Masako Sasaki examines learners’ written reflections on their language performance in
language-use task and their perspective on language learning as a cognitive aspect of task-based
language learning.

Tasks seem potential in classroom language teaching/learning, but the potentials have been
neither sufficiently proved nor widely recognized yet. Not only further research but also
continued discussion, including this symposium, is necessary.

Issues in and possibility of adopting task-based language teaching
in English classrooms in Japan

WAKAARI Yasuhiko (Akita University)

More than twenty years have passed since Task-based language teaching (TBLT) was proposed
as a teaching approach at the time in which meaning was considered to have primary importance in
communication and therefore teaching approaches had to take this into account. However, it does
not seem that the approach has been adopted in English classrooms in Japan, as Tsuchii (1995) and
Izumi (2007) state. This is mainly because the circumstances which English language teaching
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(ELT) in Japan faces do not allow teachers to adopt it in their classrooms, because passing entrance
examinations has been the most important goal for not only students but also for their parents,
teachers, and schools, and the activities which do not directly serve this purpose have been
considered to have secondary importance. In addition to this, there have been problems such as
the large class size, the lack of class hours necessary for acquiring communication skills, and the
heavy workload of teachers, and so on. These problems have made it difficult for teachers to
implement this revolutionary approach.

In this symposium I will discuss some of the issues in adopting TBLT in ELT in Japan, focusing
on the issue of textbooks authorized by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Science, Sports and
Technology, since textbooks tend to function as a syllabus for teaching in the Japanese context. By
showing examples of task-based lessons, | will also explore how tasks can be implemented in
Japanese classes.

The effects of jigsaw task input types on the output and interaction
for second language acquisition

SATO Chihiro (Graduate Course of Akita University)

This study aims to analyse the effects of different input types on the output and interaction
among language learners during a jigsaw task. The task is designed to encourage every learner’s
output in the target language (TL) so that the learners can interact in TL. Comparing the
interactions between groups with different types of input, the present research will suggest relevant
task conditions and types of input for language acquisition.

Twenty-three first-grade university students were divided into 6 groups and involved in a jigsaw
task including two group activities: (1) to complete the order of a four-frame cartoon and (2) to get
the punch line to the story. ~ All the groups were given the same cartoon and required to follow the
same task process, but each group was given one of the following three types of input: (1) pictures
only (Jigsaw 1), (2) English descriptions only (Jigsaw II), and (3) a combination of the Jigsaw |
pictures and the Jigsaw Il English descriptions (Jigsaw I11).

It was found out that Jigsaw | learners had the most frequent opportunities to notice their lack of
lexical knowledge; Jigsaw Il learners frequently requested the repetition of group member’s reading
of the English descriptions; and Jigsaw Il learners wrote their answer to the punch line question
logically by using conjunctions. These features and other findings will be more discussed in
relation to the three input types.

Debate as a Task: From Perspectives of Negotiation of Meaning,
Communication Strategies, and Strategic Competence

TORII Mizuho (Graduate Course of Akita University)

The purpose of this study is to examine the effects of debate as a task on learners’ second
language acquisition (SLA). This study suggests debate as a task which provides learners with
opportunities to negotiate meaning. In the debate task, the learners are expected to exchange
opinions through negotiation of meaning to well understand the other side’s ideas. According to
the Interaction Hypothesis, negotiation of meaning fosters learners’ SLA.  Therefore, it is possible
that debate which includes many chances of negotiation of meaning could be a task which promotes
learners’ SLA.

Negotiation of meaning happens when interlocutors attempt to share each other’s ideas in the

15—



process of resolving communication breakdowns. Learners try to negotiate meaning by using
communication strategies (CS). Ellis (2003) mentions that CS may assist language acquisition
because they help to keep conversation going and secure learners more input which is necessary for
SLA. A competence which relates to the use of CS is strategic competence. According to
Bachman (1996), this competence controls a process that provides a cognitive management
function in language use.

Based on the author’s hypothesis that debate promotes SLA, this study will analyze interaction
among learners by focusing on the relationship among negotiation of meaning, CS and strategic
competence. Furthermore, this study will suggest a teaching process employing pre-task and
teacher’s intervention which would enhance the merit that debate has in English class.

Empirical learning of second language acquisition
for teacher development:
What will task-based language learning suggest
to prospective teachers of English?

SASAKI Masako (Akita University)

Knowledge of second language acquisition is essential in teacher education at university for
prospective teachers of English and also lifelong teacher development after their graduation from
university. The knowledge, however, should not remain only in the realm of theory but should be
empirically learned in some language-use context so that the prospective teachers can experientially
understand what second language acquisition is like and make use of the knowledge-based
experience in their future English language teaching.

The purpose of this presentation is to examine how they reflect on their own learning in a
task-based language learning course that the author designed with Community Involvement
Learning as a methodological principle. The participants in this research were 14 Akita University
students who took the author’s course, “Applied Linguistics L in the first semester this 2009
academic year. This presentation will discuss the possibility of the influence of task-based
language learning on prospective teachers’ cognition of language learning and teaching as a
cognitive aspect of task-based language learning.
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