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B A Room of One’s Own
Barnaby Ralph
I was once at a conference where the plenary speaker, championing extensive reading,

said that it did not matter whether students read simple magazines or “serious literature



like The Da Vinci Code” , as long as they read. This person was then (and remains) a tenured
professor in a Japanese university. For them, “literature” was apparently a means to an end.
Perhaps even more worryingly, out of the thousands of possible choices of great literature from
which they could have drawn their example, they felt that something as banal as a Dan Brown
thriller was appropriate.

The teaching of literature is a serious vocation, but it is rarely taken to be such by the
majority of foreign teachers who deal with it in Japanese universities, many of whom are
language teachers who either read as a hobby or are drawing on long-forgotten High School
classes on Lord of the Flies and The Catcher in the Rye. I shall discuss some of the problems
facing genuinely qualified academics who are interested in pursuing both teaching and
research, as well as personal reflections on classroom techniques and ways to address some of

the major issues faced.
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Mary Shelley and Shakespeare; Frankenstein, and Theatricality

(Fl&) 7 =) ALEBR A ERdE AT T
(G#%Hh) Emeritus Professor of English Literature Anglia Ruskin University
Nora Crook

“But Shakespeare one gets acquainted with without knowing how. It is a part of an

Englishman’s constitution” (Jane Austen, Mansfield Park [1814])

Mary Shelley grew up in an early nineteenth-century London household where knowledge of
Shakespeare was part of a well-educated Englishwoman’s constitution no less than an
Englishman’s. The Godwins’ Juvenile Library published Charles and Mary Lamb’s Tales from
Shakespeare. Reading, learning by heart, theatre-going, illustrations, such as those issued by
the Boydell Shakespeare Gallery—all instilled a deep familiarity with Shakespearean
language, plots, and characters. The Shelleys’ friendship with Leigh Hunt, which started in
early 1817, before Frankenstein was completed, brought them into contact with one of the
leading British theatre critics of the age. Mary Shelley never quotes directly from Shakespeare
in Frankenstein. Yet early reviewers of Frankenstein rightly saw parallels between the
Creature and Caliban, Prospero’s deformed servant in Shakespeare’s The Tempest, and it is
not the only Shakespearean play to which we may see allusions. Moreover, Frankenstein is

permeated by the theatrical: there are frequent points at which one can see the effect of Mary



Shelley’s familiarity with the theatre in descriptions of attitudes, gestures, expression, and
dialogue. 2016, which marks the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death and the 200th
anniversary of Frankenstein’s birth, is a fitting year to consider Frankenstein, Shakespeare,
and the early nineteenth-century British theatre in relation to each other. The paper will be

illustrated with images of Shakespearean scenes of 1785-1818.
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