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“Disaster in American Literature and Culture”

Professor Jennifer Travis

Abstract :
The United States of America has become a disaster-security state. What can US
literature and writers such as Stephen Crane, Zora Neale Hurston, James Baldwin, and
Don Delillo tell us about the rhetoric of safety and danger and the ability to imagine
otherwise?
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Professor Jennifer Travis
Ph.D. English and American Literature, Brandeis University

Professor, Department of English, St. John’s University, New York
Author of Wounded Hearts: Masculinity, Law, and Literature in American
Culture (U of North Carolina P, 2005) and Danger and Vulnerability in
Nineteenth-Century American Literature: Crash and Burn (Lexington
Books, 2018)
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