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Rethinking Orientalism in “It-Narratives”:
Crébillon’s Gossiping Sofa and the Doctrine of Metempsychosis
Taiwan National University #£#(§% o I

This paper deals with the conjunction of sexuality and exoticism in Crébillon fils's 7he Sopha (1742)
in critical dialogue with Arabian Nights’ Entertainments and libertine culture. Having “objects” instead of
human beings as the narrator, the episodic and open-ended “it-narratives” had been dismissed for falling
short of psychological sophistication and failing to offer a schematic resolution. However, it is precisely
such characteristics that contribute to its popularity. What distinguishes “it-narratives” from similarly
loosely structured picaresque novels is the “transmigration” framework. While seemingly perpetuating

the “Orientalist” stereotypes of whimsical triviality and luxuriant excess in Eastern courts, the hybrid
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of such “Western” literary conventions as roman a clef and chronique scandaleuse and the supposedly
heretic doctrine of body-shifting transmigration in 7he Sopha reveals the contingency of subject/object
distinctions. The ambiguous status of such furniture pieces as sofas and settees which are intimate and
yet detached onlookers of human affairs is analogous to that of a modern subject caught up in the forces
of market mechanism and the commodification of sexuality. The performance of Amanzei as a courtier,
moralizer, story-teller, gallant, sofa, and the double of Scheherazade further exemplifies a freedom of role-

playing which testifies to the lasting appeal of “it-narratives” well into the nineteenth century.

4. Wordsworth and Natural Theology
MIlR%  #E#HIZ  Ve-Yin Tee

There is general agreement that 7he Excursion found ‘its most appreciative audience’ in the middle
decades of the nineteenth century. In 1837, the poem provided the occasion for one reviewer to notice
‘[the] long and scornful probation which Wordsworth has endured - till the heart of England has been
in some measure converted to his poetical religion’. By 1845, the sea change was accepted even by the
cynical Thomas De Quincey, and he came to be referred to simply as ‘the great poet of the Excursion’.
Kenneth Johnston’s memorable description of the poem as that “Victorian epic’ which Wordsworth
‘gave *** to the Romantics’, hints at the ideological dimension of the phenomenon. This paper examines
more closely this correlation between poem and public that took place during the Victorian period. 1
will juxtapose Whewell's Astronomy and General Physics Considered with Reference to Natural Theology
(1833) with 7he Excursion and argue that natural theology was what brought the poem firmly into the
ambit of the Victorians. I have been struck throughout by the coincidences between natural theology
and environmentalism, on the one hand, and the coincidences between the Victorian mindset and ours
on the other. My ultimate objective is to contribute to environmental thinking by revealing how our

ecological consciousness has been both enabled and disabled by this formidable inheritance.
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% William Purcell  (FEIIRE#0%)
Horace & Henry James: A Reappraisal of the Carpe Diem Theme in “Daisy Miller”
IR HFEHE + v 2 — i Mauro Lo Dico

This presentation will re-examine the famous Carpe Diem theme of the classical Latin poet Horace
in “Daisy Miller” by Henry James. The presence of the Roman’s works throughout the Jamesian canon
will first be established. The focus will then narrow to Horace’s Odes 1.11, the origin of the Carpe Diem
theme, and its influence on James’ novella in particular, notably its organization, setting, and theme.
With regard to the first of these three aspects, the division of the short novel into four parts will be
compared to the same number of books of Horace’s Odes. Next the setting of Rome and how two of its
ancient monuments, the Colosseum and the Aurelian Wall, conjure the classical maxim Carpe Diem will
be analyzed. Finally, the title character’s nickname, and the innocence it implies, will also be studied as it
further dovetails with this Horatian theme which constitutes a long tradition that includes Ben Jonson’
s The Devil is an Ass (“Flowers, / Though faire, are oft but of one morning” [I.vi.128-29]) and Robert
Herrick’s To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time (“Gather ye rosebuds while ye may,” [84]).
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Two main conclusions can be drawn from these observations: first, they provide the source for what
is known in Jamesian literary criticism as the theme of “awareness that comes too late,” which appears
not only in “Daisy Miller,” his first popular success, but in many of his other works as well; second, the
author’s Horatianism helps him to criticize late 19™ century gender roles, as represented by Fredrick

Forsyth Winterbourne and Annie P. Miller, and how they were needlessly complicating courtship.
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BHAE B A %
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7 203, ARG L C BREETIOT UliASh | (contrary) R TH 5o B AEM & X IE D
FANRPEOIZLIeN—=AYy PO ZO=AEf% L ED X S [ THHE ] OE BN H 12D, &K
BRTEODITFTVEIZ0,

FA4E [XFE129BHRE]
HESIEE N NI = Gl 9

1. A Syntactic Study of English Middle Constructions
Sl RRSICETIR L 5 ES

In this presentation, based on the semantic and syntactic characteristics of English middle
constructions, I try to conduct an alternative syntactic study of this special type of sentences. First, I
propose that middles are generic statements that generalize over events. Based on the discussions on
“ability and involuntary-action” forms in Tagalog which parallel to English middles, I argue that the
implicit argument is projected in the specifier position of AspectP, which is assigned Experiencer # -role
by the [+telic] Aspect. Secondly, with vP-shell theory, I propose that the superficial subject in middles is
base-generated in the specifier position of vP and is assigned Cause @ -role by v. As a result, not only the
Patient middles but also the Adjunct middles can be given a unified syntactic account. It is shown that
the two proposals can work together to provide a syntactic account for the three constraints on middle
formation, namely, the Affectedness Constraint, the Aspectual Restriction and the Responsibility of the

Subject.
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