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Life was what I always wanted; and of life I never had enough. Literature might go to the dogs, for me. . . . (Memoirs,
256)

The underlying preoccupation of my life has been a tyrannous emotion. . . . Literature takes the second place. . . .
(Memoirs, 446-47)

I am nothing if not cultivated; or, at least, the world only expects culture from me. But, in my heart of hearts, I do not
believe in culture except as an adjunct to life. ‘Life is more than literature,’ I say. (Memoirs, 491)
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[My] eyes were caught by a rude graffito* scrawled with slate pencil upon slate. It was of so concentrated, so
stimulative, so penetrative a character—so thoroughly the voice of vice and passion in the proletariat—that it pierced
the very marrow of my soul. . . . Now the wolf leapt out. . . . The vague and morbid craving of my previous years
defined itself as a precise hunger after sensual pleasure. . . . I know that that obscene graffito was the sign and symbol
of a paramount and permanent craving of my physical and psychical nature. (Memoirs, 366-67)
graffito: “Prick to prick, so sweet”; with an emphatic diagram of phallic meeting, glued together, gushing’
(Memoirs, 374; n35. Symonds’ marginal note.)
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God help me! I cried. I felt humiliated, frightened, gripped in the clutch of doom. Nothing remained but to parry,
palliate, procrastinate. . . . And all the while the demon ravished my imagination with the ‘love of the impossible.’
Hallucinations of the senses crowded in upon my brain together with the pangs of shame and the prevision of inevitable
woes. . . . [M]y life had to fly on a broken wing. . . . (Memoirs, 367)
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