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Female Crossdressing: Unhistorical Queerness within The Roaring Girl
Ozge Canbul (AL¥EE K F IR FRE)

The gender-biased heteronormative social anxiety within the Renaissance culture requires an other, a
queer other. The external misrepresentation and crossdressing of the character Moll Cutpurse, who is featured
within Thomas Dekker and Thomas Middleton’s play The Roaring Girl, engages with this anxiety.

The ambiguities and queer implications surrounding her sexuality and gender-bias-resistant identity call
for an anachronistic queer reading. In order to bridge the gap between the historicist and unhistoricist approaches,
it is ideal to borrow the term “lipstick lesbian,” a homosexual female who is similar to the archetype femme
lesbian since they both support a normative feminine appearance. However, lipstick leshian may use her feminine
apparel to conceal her sexual identity. Moll’s lipstick lesbian status is amplified because of multi-layer
discrepancies between internal and external self, thus both the term and her queer self throughout the play
becomes inverted.

Queerness within the play operates on various interchangeable layers and leads the way to her acceptance,
as long as she accepts her role as the queer female who is not the part of the predetermined heteronormative
gender-biased social categories.
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