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And then, the first impression of the old Creole city slumbering under the glorious sun; of its quaint houses; its shaded
streets; its suggestions of a hundred years ago: its contrasts of agreeable color; its streets re-echoing the tongues of many
nations; its general look of somnolent contentment; its verdant antiquity; its venerable memorials and monuments; its
eccentricities of architecture; its tropical gardens; its picturesque surprises; its warm atmosphere, drowsy perhaps with
the perfume of orange flowers, and thrilled with the fantastic music of mocking-birds —can not ever be wholly forgotten.
(Hearn [2009] 709-710)
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While reading Mr. Cable’s eloquent novel The Grandissimes, many Southern readers have doubtless asked themselves:
Was there ever a Bras-Coupé? And is it possible that such a tragedy occurred in Louisiana? The story is founded on
facts; but the author took the poet’s license and used it to advantage. He made Bras-Coupé¢ great, valiant, large-hearted;
--a savage prince fighting for liberty against the whole force of civilized community, with such weapons as nature had
given him. The artistic effect is superb; and the figure of Bras-Coupé towers up above the dramatic persons of the novel
like a statue of black basalt, with that weird grimness which Egyptian sculptors gave to their colossi. But the original
of the story was a less epic hero and a more human one, .... (Hearn [1929] 58)
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